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1,  1990,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 
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Newport,  Rhode  Island  02840 
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Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years'  standing  upon 
application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00 
fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00 
down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

Randolph  Zander 

JC75.SwBC:1989:CS 

SWISS  BANK  CORPORATION 

Coins  of  Sweden  (Auction  cataloa) 

Pub.  1989,  179pp,  ill  us. 

JC75.SwBC:1990:CBS 

SWISS  BANK  CORPORATION 

Coins  and  Banknotes  of  Sweden  (Auction  catalog) 

Pub.  1990,  198pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Ran  Zander 
and  Thomas  A.  Schil linger  for  their  donations  of  numismatic  material 
to  the  NI  Library;  and  Robert  Turfboer  and  Cecil  Webster  for  their 
monetary  gifts. 

III.  The  Library  needs  help  in  its  book  selections.  We  are  preparing 
to  purchase  new  books  for  the  Library  and  would  like  advice  from  those 
of  you  who  specialize  in  coins,  medals,  token  or  decorations  of 
specific  countries.  If  you  are  interested  in  helping  insure  that  the 
NI  Library  has  adequate  coverage  in  your  area  of  expertise  would  you 
please  drop  the  Book  Librarian  a line  and  let  him  know  which  area  you 
can  help  on.  You  will  then  be  sent  a listing  of  what  we  have  and  you 
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can  let  us  know  if  it  is  adequate  or  what  specific  book(s)  you  think 
we  should  purchase  to  insure  adequate  coverage. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

***** 

CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS  FOR  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  1991-92  TERM  OF  OFFICE 


As  required  by  Article  IV,  Section  1.  a.  of  the  By-Laws,  we  are  issuing 
a call  for  nominations  for  the  offices  of  President,  Vice-President, 
Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  TWO  At-Large  Directors  to  serve  the  calendar 
years  of  1991  and  1992. 

All  nominations  must  be  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  and  will  be  ac- 
cepted throughout  the  month  of  August,  1990. 

The  Secretary  will  contact  all  nominees  to  secure  their  acceptance  and 
ascertain  that  they  will  agree  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  office 
for  which  they  have  been  nominated. 

Ross  Schraeder,  Secretary 
P.  0.  Box  670013 
Dallas,  Texas  75367-0013 

*********************************************************************** 


CRUSADER  CUT  GOLD 


Crusader  cut  gold  (enlarged) 

An  interesting  puzzle  surrounds  the  origin  and  purpose  of  curious  cut 
fragments  of  coin-like  gold  pieces,  apparently  issued  by  the  royal 
mint(s)  of  the  Latin  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem  during  the  twelfth  century. 
No  whole  specimens  are  known;  only  small  cut  pieces  of  various  shapes 
and  sizes  exist  (usually  less  than  0.4  inches  and  less  than  0.5  g). 
The  letters  on  most  pieces  are  interpreted  to  be  portions  of  legends 
reading  BALAVINUS  (BALDWIN),  AMALARICUS  (AMAURY),  AND  IERU SALEM. 
Whether  these  pieces  were  intended  to  circulate  as  money  (whole  or 
fragmented),  were  used  as  bullion,  or  represented  some  kind  of  pil- 
grims token  or  offering  is  only  speculation. 

Reference : D.  M.  Metcalf,  Coinage  of  the  Cursades  and  the  Latin 

East,  1983. 


Submitted  by  Samuel  Hughes 
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THE  COINS  OF  THE  ZAIDA  IMAMS 
OF  THE  YEMEN  IN  THE  3rd  QUARTER 
OF  THE  19th  CENTURY 


Samuel  Lachman . Haifa , Israel 


The  third  quarter  of  the  19th  century  in  the  meaning  of  this  paper  is 
defined  as  the  period  1261  - 1289  H/ 1845  - 1872.  The  history  of  the 
Yemen  during  this  period  is  very  confused  and  a detailed  description 
exceeds  by  far  the  limits  of  a numismatic  article.  There  is  no  his- 
tory covering  this  period.  A summary  was  given  by  Serjeant  (1),  and 
other  authors  describe  the  period  (2). 

After  the  Wahabi  invasion  of  the  Hijaz  in  the  early  part  of  the  cen- 
tury, and  their  defeat  by  the  Egyptian  forces,  sections  of  the  coastal 
area  (the  Tehama)  came  under  the  rule  of  some  Shari fs  and  others. 
Hodeida  and  other  towns  were  occupied  by  the  Ottoman  Turks.  Aden  came 
under  British  rule  in  1839.  In  1265  H/ 1849  the  Imam  al -Mutawakki 1 
Muhammad  b.  Yahya  was  obliged  to  accept,  or  others  say  he  wanted  it, 
to  become  a vasal  of  the  Ottomans.  An  Ottoman  force  under  Tewfiq  Pasha 
came  to  Sanca’  on  6 Ramadan  1265/26  July  1849,  but  it  was  routed  by 
the  population  on  the  following  day,  and  many  Turks  were  killed.  Tew- 
fiq Pasha  was  wounded,  and  with  the  remnants  of  his  force  returned  to 
Hodeida,  where  he  died  a few  days  later.  There  started  now  a period 
of  continuous  unrest  until  the  occupation  of  the  Yemen  by  the  Ottoman 
forces  under  Ahmad  Mukhtar  Pasha  in  1289  H/ 1872 . The  tribes  revolted 
continuously.  The  Imams  changed  frequently.  Not  all  Imams  were  de- 
scendents  of  the  Qasimid  line.  Im5ms  who  resigned  or  were  deposed, 
retired  to  various  localities,  and  in  some  cases  ruled  for  a second 
time  at  later  dates.  The  people  of  Sanca’  elected  local  Shakhs  as 
governors  of  the  town.  To  all  this,  droughts,  famine,  and  epidemics 
should  be  added,  causing  a shortage  of  foodstuff  and  a raise  of  the 
cost  of  living. 


The  Imams  (3) 


There  is  no  definite  genealogical  table  of  the  Zaida  Imams.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a tentative  list  of  the  Imams  of  the  period  of  thispaper. 
The  serial  nos.  given  to  the  Imams  are  those  shown  by  Ayman  Fucad 
Sayyid.  Some  Counter-Imams  are  included,  inasmuch  as  it  is  possible 
that  they  struck  coins.  While  for  normal  historical  research,  years 
would  be  sufficient,  the  exact  dates  are  important  for  numismatics. 

The  Imams 

60.  al -Mutawakki 1 Muhammad  b.  Yahya  b.  al -Mansur  cAli  b.  al-Mahdi 
cAbbas.  Dacwah  1260  H/ 1844 . Reign:  Rajab  1261  - 7 Ramadan 

1265/July  1845  - 27  July  1849.  Killed  24  Mubarram  1266/10  Decem- 
ber 1849. 
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Claimant:  al -Mansur  al -Husayn  b.  al -Mutawakki  1 Ahmad  b.  al -Mansur 

cAli.  Shawwal  1264/September  1848  at  Jarim.  Imprisoned. 

(57)  al-Hadi  cAlT  b.  al-Mahdi  cAbdallah  b.  al -Mutawakki 1 Ahmad.  3rd 

reign:  7 Ramadan  1265  - Jumada  II  1266/27  July  1849  - Apri 1 _ 1850 . 

His  laqab  was  at  first  al-Mahdi,  changed  to  al-HadT  on  10  Dhu 
' 1 -Hi j j ah  1265/28  October  1849.  Deposed. 

61.  al-Mansur  Ahmad  b.  Hashim  b.  Muhsin  (not  of  the  Qasimid  line). 

Dacwah * 126 4 * H/ 1848 . Reign:  Jumada  II  1266  - 5_Rabic  II  1267/ 

April  1850  - 7 February  1851  at  Sacdah  and  Sanca’;  came  to  $anca’ 

24  Dhu  ' 1 -Qacdah  1266/1  October  i850. 

62.  al-Mu'ayyad  billah  al-cAbbas  b.  cAbd  al-Rahman  (a  descendant  of 

the  17th  century  Imam  al -Mutawakki 1 IsmacTi).  1st  reign:  23 

Rajab  1266/4  June  1850  (6  months). 

(57)  al -Mutawakki 1 cAli  b.  al-Mahdi  cAbdallah.  (Died  1288  H/1872). 

4th  reign:  13  Muharram  1267/19  November  1850  at  Sanca’,  later 

at  Jarim. 

63.  al-HadT  Ghalib  b.  Muliammad  b.  Yaftya  (No.  60).  1st  reign:  Sha  ban 

1267  - 7 Shacban  1269/  August  1851  - 16  August  1853.  Resigned. 

(62)  al-Mu'ayyad  billah  al-cAbbas  b.  CAbd  al-Rahman. 

2nd  reign:  1268  H/ 185 1 at  Hamdan. 

al-MahdT  al-cAbbas  b.  al -Mutawakki 1 Ahmad.  Dacwah:  26  Muharram 

1268/21  November  1851.  Left  $anca’  on  2 Rajab  1268/23  April  1852, 
after  a reign  of  52  days. 

- al-Mahdi  Ahmad  b.  cAbdallah  Abu  Talib  (nisba  ?). 

Dacwah:  5 Shawwal  1269/12  July  1853. 

64.  al-Mansur  Muhammad  b.  cAbdallah  al-Wazir  (not  of  the  Qasimid  line). 

Dacwah:  1269  H/1852-53.  Left  San  a’  27  Shacban  1271/15  May  1855. 

al-Mutawakkil  Husayn  b.  Muhammad  b.  Yahya  (No.  60). 

Dacwah:  Muharram  1272/September  1855. 

65.  al-Mutawakkil  Muhsin  b.  Alimad  al-Shahari  (not  of  the  Qasimid  line). 

1st  reign:  Shacban  1272  - Ramadan  1272/April  - May  1852. 

(63)  al-Hadi  Ghalib  b.  Muhammad  b.  Yahya  (No.  60). 

2nd  reign:  Shawwal  i272  - 1276  H/June  1856  - 1859. 

66.  al-HadT  Husayn  b.  Ahmad  (a  descendent  of  the  Imam  al-Mansur 

cAbdallali  b.  Hamza  (ob.  614H/1217).  Dacwah:  1275  H/1858-59  at 

al-Tawilah.  Reign:  Muharram  1276  - 23  Jumada  II  1276/  August 

185$  - 17  January  1860. 

(65)  al-Mutawakkil  Muhsin  b.  Ahmad  al-Shahari.  2nd  reign:  Rabic  II 

1276  - Rajab  1295/November  1859  - July  1878.  This  may  be  the 
3rd  reign?  After  the  2nd  Ottoman  occupation  in  1872,  only  re- 
ligious functions. 
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1. 


Governors  of  Sanca*  set  up  by  the  population 

Shaykh  a 1 -Ha j j Ahmad  b.  Ahmad  al-Haymi  al-Sawaydi.  1268  - 1274  H/ 
1852-53  - i857-58.  Died  in  prison  at  Sana’  in  1278  H/1859-60. 

2.  Shaykh  cAbdallah  Yusuf  Huyaydir. 

1274  - 1276  H/  1857-58  - 1859-60. 

3.  Shaykh  Muhsin  b.  cAli  al-Mucid. 

1276  - 1289  H/1859-60  - 1872.' 

The  Coinage 

The  majority  of  the  coins  of  the  Imams  of  the  18th  and  19th  century 
show  only  the  laqab  of  the  Imam,  but  not  his  name.  The  same  laqab  was 
adopted  by  several  Imams,  and  there  are  cases  when  an  Imam  changed  his 
laqab.  Nearly  all  coins  were  dated.  However,  the  date  on  many  of  the 
preserved  coins  is  defaced.  Of  the  period  described  in  this  paper, 
only  a small  number  of  coins  have  so  far  been  traced  by  this  writer. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  seems  advisable  to  consider  what  was 
written  by  historians,  travellers,  and  what  appears  in  a colophon. 

Sayyaghi  (4)  published  an  anonymous  manuscript  which  contains  quite 
a number  of  statements  in  respect  of  coins.  According  to  the  explan- 
ation given  in  the  manuscript,  and  similarly  described  by  Lowick  (5), 
the  situation  was  as  follows:  The  Taler  of  Maria  Theresa,  the  qirsh 

or  riyal  formed  the  basis  for  the  value  of  the  Zaidi  coins.  The  lat- 
ter called  throughout  the  manuscript  "harf",  are  supposed  to  have  been 
copper  coins.  Their  number  in  relation  to  the  qirsh  varied  over  the 
period.  It  is  also  suggested  that  coins  valuing  more  than  one  harf 
were  minted. 

Habshush  (6)  reports  events  in  the  reign  of  the  Imam  Muhammad  b.  Yahya. 
The  Reverend  A.  Stern  (7)  visited  the  Yemen  in  1857.  Ya'aqov  Saphir 
was  in  the  Yemen  in  1859  and  1863  (8).  There  is  also  the  Judeo-Arabic 
chronicle  by  Sacid  Arusi , covering  mainly  the  period  1862  - 1904  (9). 

The  Numismatic  Record  in  Chronological  Order 

Rajab  1261  - Ramadan  1265/July  1845  - August  1849. 

At  the  time  of  al -Mutawakki 1 Muhammad  b.  Yahya,  coins  were  minted 
from  silver  666-2/3  / 1000  (10). 

24  Shawwal  1265/12  September  1849. 

The  Mahdawiyya  coinage  was  issued  by  the  Sayyid  Muhammad  al-Shdmi, 
the  agent  of  the  Treasury.  The  change  of  the  qirsh  was  twenty-four 
hundred  harf  of  it.  This  lasted  only  a few  days  until  it  returned 
to  its  previous  rate  of  thirty  hundred  harf  (11). 

ca.  25  Ramadan  1266/4  August  1850. 

The  price  of  a qadah  wheat  rose  to  twenty-two  hundred  harf  (12). 

Later  than  Dhu  '1-Qacdah  1267/September  1851. 

There  was  no  money  to  pay  the  troops  and  copper  coins  were  struck. 
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until  the  change  of  the  qirsh  at  Sanca’  reached  fifty  hundred  harf 
and  elsewhere  more;  in  Shibam  fifty-five  hundred  harf  (13). 

Jumada  I 1269/February  1853. 

There  was  a disturbance  at  the  Mint,  inflation  and  scarcity  of 
supplies,  and  the  change  of  the  qirsh  was  eight  hundred  harf  (14). 
It  has  been  suggested  to  read  8000  harf,  i.e.  eighty  hundred  (15). 

4 Shacban  1269/13  May  1853. 

The  minting  was  changed,  resulting  in  a rate  of  exchange  of  the 
qirsh  of  forty  hundred  harf,  compared  with  the  earlier  rate  of 
ninety-six  hundred  harf*  (16). 

16  Dhu  1 1 -Qacdah  1269/21  August  1853. 

A coinage  was  issued  and  the  rate  of  exchange  was  proclaimed  at 
thirty-two  hundred  harf,  the  earlier  one  being  at  sixteen  uqiyyahs 
to  a qirsh.  This  was  a great  disaster  for  the  citizens.  It  led 
to  scarcity  of  commodities.  The  authorities  attempted  to  cope 
with  the  situation  by  imprisonment,  setting  restrictions  at  the 
city  gates  of  Sana’.  After  a week  they  resorted  to  levying  a 
fine  of  three  thousand  qirsh,  and  released  the  rate  of  exchange 
(17). 

Muharram  1273/September  1856. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Aaron  Stern,  who  visited  Sanca’,  sold  Scriptures  to 
the  amount  of  £12  sterling.  An  estimate'of  these  sales  can  only 
be  made  by  a knowledge  of  the  value  of  money  in  these  remote 
regions.  A small  copper  coin  called  rupee  is  of  common  use  at 
Sana’.  Six  hundred  of  them  are  of  the  value  of  one  shilling  (18). 
When  on  his  return  to  the  coast,  he  was  held  up,  and  he  wrote: 
"...we  therefore  simply  confined  the  barter  to  our  turbans,  the 
best  article  of  dress  in  my  possession,  and  this  costs  at  Hodeida 
only  half  a dollar  or  two  shillings  (19)."  The  dollar  or  qirsh 
was  at  that  time  exchanged  for  2400  of  these  small  copper  coins 
called  rupees.  It  may  perhaps  be  somewhat  higher,  taking  into 
account  the  gain  of  the  sarraf  (money  changer).  At  the  end  of  the 
19th  century  the  Taler  of  Maria  Theresa,  i.e.  the  qirsh  was  worth 
4 s 2 d (20).  This  would  indicate  that  at  that  time  the  qirsh  was 
worth  2500  rupees. 

1268  - 1274  H/1852-53  - 1857-58. 

Goitein  (21)  tells  us  the  following:  The  Qaba'il  call  the  Riyal 

daris.  Actually  the  daris  is  a small  token  coin,  which  is  no  more 
in  circulation  since  a long  time.  It  is  supposed  to  be  an  unminted 
piece  of  copper  of  which  at  the  time  of  the  Imam  al-haimT,  who_pre- 
ceeded  the  Imam  al-mahdT,  1200  were  equal  to  a riyal.  al-Haimi  is 
of  course  the  Shaykh  Ahmad  al-Haimi  mentioned  above.  Goitein  did 
not  quote  the  source  of  his  statement. 

Dhu  '1-Qacdah  1274/June-July  1858. 

The  rate  of  exchange  fluctuated  until  it  reached  this  month  four 
hundred  and  some  twenty  (harf)  (22).  It  could  be  that  this  should 
read  4200  (23). 
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2 Shacban  1275/10  Adar  II  5619/6  March  1859. 


Ya'aqov  Saphir  at  Thula  (24),  the  coins  were  minted  at  al-Tawilah: 
The  king  (al-HadT  Husayn  b.  Ahmad)  boasted  that  he  would  give  the 
Jewish  minters  much  silver  for  the  coining;  he  knows  alchemy,  how 
to  make  silver  from  lead,  and  gold  from  copper.  So  he  gave  them 
first  metal  like  silver,  and  they  made  coins,  but  after  a few  days 
the  coins  became  waste.  Inasmuch  as  he  did  not  succeed,  he  asked 
the  Jews  to  obtain  a loan  of  Austrian  and  Spanish  riyals,  to  alloy 
them  and  to  strike  small  coins  in  his  name,  about  60  coins  from  a 
Maria  Theresa  Taler. 

Shacban  1275/Adar  II  5619/March  1859. 

Ya'aqov  Saphir  at  Kawkaban  (25): 

The  king,  i.e.  the  Emir  of  Kawkaban,  is  of  a lower  runq  than  the 
king  (i.e.  the  Imam)  of  Sana’,he  is  not  entitled  to  mint  in  his 
own  name,  and  the  king  of  Sanca’  pays  him  yearly  a certain  amount. 
In  these  years,  when  the  rule  at  $anca’  was  in  disorder,  he  also 
rebelled  and  intended  to  mint  coins,  but  was  prevented  from  doing 
so,  when  the  new  king  rose  at  Thula. 

16  Ramadan  1275/14  Nisan  5619/18  Apri 1 1859 . 

Ya'aqov  Saphir  at  Sanca’  (26): 

....one  gun  remained  at  the  castle  of  the  town  as  a relic  (of  the 
events  of  1265  H/1849).  However,  recently  they  struck  from  it 
small  agorot,  a thousand  for  a sheqel  (i.e.  1000  small  copper  or 
bronze  coins  to  a qirsh)  inasmuch  as  the  king  (=  Im5m)  had  no 
copper,  so  they  melted  it  down.  The  coin  which  is  used  in  the 
country  are  sheqalim  (Taler  = qirsh),  Spanish  and  Austrian  ones. 
The  trade  is  carried  out  accordingly,  i.e.  half,  quarter,  eighth, 
half  an  eighth.  Every  king  who  rises  cancels  the  coins  of  his 
predecessor. 

24  Iyar  2170  Sel  (5619)/23  Shawwal  1275/28  May  1859. 

£ 

The  colophon  of  a Hebrew  manuscript  written  at  Tan^im  (15  km  east 
of  Sanca’)  tells  us  the  following  (27): 

The  writing  of  the  book  was  completed  on  "Thursday  24  Iyar  2170, 
and  in  this  year  the  price  of  a qidah  of  wheat  rose  to  one  qirsh 
hajja  (Maria  Theresa  Taler),  and  similar  lentils,  maize,  beans, 
peas,  and  peaches  and  a qidah  of  good  raisins  rose  to  four  qirsh 

hajjar"  In  the  left  margin  is  the  following  remark:  "the 

change  of  the  qirsh  is  three  hundred  harf  and  twenty  harf". 

Undated  ( 1275H/1859) . 

and  he  (al-HadT  Husayn)  struck  coins  in  hiscname  and  can- 
celled the  earlier  mintings.  - According  to  Wasi  at  al-TawTlah 
(28). 

3 Jumada  II  1276/1  January  1860. 

The  first  pieces  of  the  coins  of  Sayyid  Husayn  al-HadT  arrived 
Sanca’  (29). 

Jumada  II  1276/January  1860. 

The  herald  at  Sanca’  proclaimed  that  the  change  of  the  former 
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coins  was  four  rati  less  a quarter  to  the  qirsh,  and  the  new  to 
be  three  hundred  and  twenty  harf  (30).  - Remark:  Inasmuch  as 
we  don't  know  the  weight  of  the  coins,  it  is  impossible  to  draw 
any  conclusions  from  this  statement.  - The  quantity  of  320  is 
identical  with  that  of  the  above  colophon. 

1276  H/1860. 

The  Imam  al -Mutawakki  1 Muhsin  b.  Ahmad  al-Shahari  struck  coins  at 
Fort  Dhu  Marmar  (about  20  km  north-east  of  Sanca’  (31). 

End  of  Rajab  1277/11  February  1861. 

As  a result  of  interference  with  the  Mint,  the  exchange  rate  (of 
the  qirsh)  reached  twenty-two  hundred  harf  and  everything  became 
dear  and  scarce  (32) . 

16  Muharram  1278/25  July  1861. 

On  this  day,  the  coins  of  the  minting  at  Thula  was  proclaimed  at 
Sanca’  as  abolished,  after  which  nobody  accepted  it  (33). 

Jumada  I 1279/November  1862  (obviously  at  least  one  year  earlier). 

The  Mint  was  opened  and  the  coins  were  struck  with  the  name  of 
the  Imam  al -Mutawakki 1 cala  Allah  (Muhsin  b.  Ahmad)  and  the 
change  of  the  qirsh  was  twenty  hundred  harf,  like  the  earlier 
(coinage)  (34). 

End  of  Jumada  I 1279/November  1862  (see  previous  statement). 

At  the  close  of  Jumada  I,  the  exchange  rate  increased  by  about  a 

quarter  over  the  ordinance  upon  which_it  was  based and  so  it 

was  agreed  to  close  the  Mint  on  5 Jumada  II  1279/28  November  1862 
(35)  (should  be  earlier,  as  above). 

10  Adar  5623/10  Ramadan  1279/1  March  1863. 

Ya’aqov  Saphir  at  Aden,  after  his  return  from  India  (36): 

...  in  5619/1275H/1859  while  he  was  in  the  Yemen,  he  met  there  the 
sons  of  Mori  Suleyman  Halevy  Al sheikh,  Yoseph,  Salem,  and  Yahya. 
They  are  silversmiths,  and  were  the  minters  of  Sayyid  al-Hadi  al- 
Husayn.  The  later  was  driven  out  of  Sanca’  by  the  population  in 
i 860/1276  H,  and  al -Mutawakki 1 Muhsin- b.  Ahmad  rose  in  his  place. 
Before  the  latter  had  obtained  the  allegiance  as  Imam,  he  asked 
the  three  brothers  to  mint  coins  in  his  name.  Inasmuch  as  there 
is  no  silver  in  the  country  to  mint  coins,  Spanish  and  Austrian 
Talers  were  alloyed  with  lead  and  copper,  half  and  a third.  From 
this  alloy  coins  were  struck,  sixty  or  seventy  to  the  qirsh.  The 
three  brothers  replied  that  they  would  mint  coins  when  he  became 
Imam,  inasmuch  as  they  did  not  want  to  lose  their  money.  He  let 
them  go,  but  after  he  became  Imam  he  had  them  arrested.  They  were 
accused  of  having  alloyed  the  coins  with  base  metal  below  the  _ 
fixed  standard.  The  Imam  referred  the  matter  to  the  Chief  Qadi 
for  decision  what  was  to  be  done.  The  reply  was  that  they  should 
be  beheaded  or  accept  Islam.  They  refused  to  become  Moslems,  and 
in  Kislev  5623/Jumada  II  1279/November  1862,  the  eldest  of  the 
brothers,  Salem,  was  beheaded  at  Sanca’.  The  others  were  spared, 
but  money  had  to  be  paid,  and  the "Jewish  community  was  also  fined 
with  a large  sum.  The  Jews  were  in  fear  and  a considerable  number 
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fled  from  Sanca * (37) . 

The  anonymous  chronicle  reports  these  events  one  year  later  (38): 

ca.  18  Jumada  I 1280/31  October  1863  (39)  to  correct  to  1279  H/ll  Novem 
ber  1862  (41). 

On  this  day  the  Mint  was  opened  under  the  control  of  the  Qadi 
Husayn  Jaghman,  and  the  secretary  the  Qadi  Ahmad  Suhayl . However, 
the  people  renounced  it  (the  mintage),  and  refused  it.  The  matter 
was  referred  to  the  authority  of  the  Sharif  al-Maa5m  (40)  and 
passed  to  him  for  decision. 

3 Jumada  II  1280/15  November  1863  to  correct  to  1279H/26  November  1862 

WT. 

and  when  the  disorder  happened  with  the  Dhimml , the  Shaykh  of 

the  Mint,  and  the  discussion  of  the  adulteration  of  the  coinage 
was  referred  to  the  Sharif  al-Maqam,  the  order  came  back,  to  kill 
him  and  to  cut_off  his  head.  This  was  put  into  execution  on 
Monday  3 Jumada  II  at  the  Gate  of  Sayf  al-Khilafah  at  Sarhat 
Yasir,  and  both  Moslems  and  the  Dhimmls  were  pleased  with  this, 
and  it  had  a great  effect.  With  regards  to  the  imprisonment  of 
his  brothers,  they  continued  to  be  detained  until  they  undertake 
to  pay  a fine  of  sixteen  hundred  qirsh  to  the  Shaykh  Muhsin  Mucid. 
There  was  a complaint  from  them  about  it,  and  (the  amount)  was 
reduced  to  a thousand  qirsh. 

Tewet  2176  Sel  (5625)/Ramadan  1281/January  1865  (42). 

• p — 

The  Mint  was  opened  until  the  end  of  the  month  (Tewet,  at  San  a’). 

Marcheshvan  2177  (5626)/Muharram  1282/November  1865  (43). 

The  people  started  to  use  the  new  coins  (at  §an  a’). 

1284  H/begun  5 May  1867  (44). 

...  the  exchange  rate  was  at  twenty-five  hundred  harf  of  pure  cop- 
per to  the  riyal.  Grains  and  comestibles  became  scarce.  The 
coinage  did  not  even  reach  so  near  a place  as  al-Raydah.  The 
exchange  rate  kept  increasing  secretly  bit  by  bit  until  Shacban 
17/December  14,  when  it  was  proclaimed  to  consist  of  thirty-two 
hundred  (harf),  but  it  went  secretly  to  over  forty  hundred.  Every 
thing  was’wanting  unless  paid  for  in  qirsh  hajjar. 

Rajab  1285/October-November  1868  (45). 

The  minting  was  at  six  hundred  and  sixty  harf.  This  was  used  for 
living  expenses  at  al-Rawdah,  al-Haymah  and  so  on.  The  coinage 
continued  for  a period,  until  God  listened,  and  in  view  of  its 
uselessness  it  was  abolished  at  al-Raydah.  This  was  after  every- 
thing had  become  scarce. 

Nisan  2183  Sel  (5632)/Safar  1289/April  1872  (46). 

The  coinage  (of  1281  H/1865)  depreciated.  - The  Turks  entered 
Sanca’  on  17  Ni san/16  Safar/25  April. 

Summing  up,  the  following  can  be  deducted  from  the  above  historical 
statements : 
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While  some  of  the  coins  struck  during  this  period  may  have  been  of 
pure  copper  (or  perhaps  bronze),  others  were  billon  coins  with  a 
low  silver  content.  Saphir's  information,  that  they  alloyed  copper, 
lead  and  silver,  may  explain  the  small  number  of  preserved  coins. 

Lead  is  very  much  subject  to  corrosion  (47).  It  is  at  present  not 
possible  to  state  if  coins  having  a value  of  one  harf  were  minted. 

The  possibility  exists  that  some  or  many  had  a value  of  several  harf. 
Further  information,  and  many  more  coins  are  needed  in  order  to 
reach  proper  conclusions. 

The  following  coins  are  tentatively  attributed  to  Imams  of  this  period: 


Fig.  1 Fig.  2 


a! -Mansur  Ahmad  b.  Hashim  (No.  61). 

• • 

Bi lion 

Obverse:  al-Imam  al-Mansur.  Reverse:  Duribat  Sanca’.  Date  missing. 

0.45  g,  15mm  (Fig-1) . 0.36  g,  15mm  (Fig.  2).  Both  in  a private 

collection. 


Fig.  3 Fig.  4 


al-Mutawakkil  Muhsin  b.  Ahmad  al-Shahari  (No.  65). 

• • 

Bi lion 

Obverse:  al-Mutawakkil.  Reverse:  Duribat  Sanca’.  Date  missing. 

0.36  g,  14mm  (Fig.  3).  0.32  g,  14mm  (Fig.  4).  Both  in  a private 

collection. 


Fig.  5 Fig.  6 


Copper 

Obverse:  al-Mutawakkil.  Reverse:  Duribat  Sanca’  1278. 

0.457  g,  16mm  (Fig.  5).  0.445  g,  16mm  (Fig.  6).  Both  in  the  Berlin 

Museum*. 

* I am  grateful  for  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Hermann  Simon  of  the  Berlin 
Museum. 
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about  alloys. 


Addenda 

ADDITIONAL  ZAIDI  COINS  OF  THE  3rd  QUARTER  OF  THE  19th  CEN- 
TURY 


Samuel  Lachman,  Haifa , Israel 

The  following  coins  should  be  added  to  the  writer's  earlier  paper 
(see  above)  on  the  subject.  The  condition  of  the  coins  is  as  usual 
poor.  (I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  Suchy  for  the  information  about  these 
coins. ) 


Fig.  1 

al-Mutawakkil  Muhammad  b.  Yahya  (No.  60) 
1261  - 1265  H / 1845  -*1849 

Bi lion 


al-Mutawakkil 

Date  missing. 

0.38  g,  14/12^mn  (Fig.  1) 


Sana'a1 
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al -Mutawakki 1 Muhsin  b.  Ahmad  al-Shahari  (No.  65) 
1276  - 1289  H / 1859  - 1872 

Copper 


T ° 

J 

a! -Mutawakki 1 duribat  ( Dhu ) Marmar. 

Date  missing. 

0.82  g,  11mm  (Fig.  2) 

********************************************************************** 


GREENLAND  TOKENS 


J or gen  Somod 

(Reprinted  with  permission  from  Dick  Hanscom's  Alaska  Token  & Polar 
Numismatist,  8/88  issue.) 

If  you  tried  to  make  a list  of  all  Greenland  coins  and  tokens,  includ- 
ing all  varieties,  you  would  not  be  able  to  list  a hundred  items.  A 
few  are  common,  many  are  scarce,  but  most  are  extremely  rare,  so  it 
would  be  impossible  to  make  a complete  collection.  Many  pieces  are 
unique  and  are  found  in  different  museums  and  collection.  A few  are 
known  to  exist,  but  the  location  of  even  a single  specimen  is  not 
known. 

Greenland  has  been  known  since  the  Viking  age  when  it  was  discovered 
by  Erik  the  Red.  Since  the  Middle  Ages  it  has  belonged  to  Denmark, 
and  since  1953  it  has  been  a part  of  Denmark.  1 Rigsdaler , or  Baler, 
(derived  from  the  same  word  as  Dollar)  was  equal  to' 6 Mark  or  96 
Skilling.  In  1875  the  monetary  system  was  changed  to  Kroner  and  0re. 

One  Daler  was  equal  to  2 Kroner;  12  Skilling  was  equal  to  25  0re;  1 
Skilling  was  equal  to  2 0re. 

The  oldest  Greenland  tokens  were  issued  by  the  Danish  firm  0RESUND,  a 
mining  firm  founded  in  1859.  They  broke  cryolite  at  Ivigtut.  These 
tokens  have  the  name  of  the  firm,  0RESUND,  and  the  denominations  of 
1 RD  (Rigsdaler),  48,  16,  4 and  1 (Skilling),  all  incuse.  They  are 
made  of  zinc  and  are  extremely  rare. 

The  latest  Greenland  token  issue  is  an  amusement  token  made  in  1972 
by  the  Danish  token  manufacturing  firm,  MEKA,  with  the  mintage  of 
10,000  pieces  for  K0BMAND  (Merchant)  Henrik  Olsvig  in  Chri steanshab/ 
Qasiginnguit  (Greenland  towns  have  two  names,  one  Danish  and  one  Inuit). 
These  tokens  are  used  in  connection  with  some  one-armed  bandits  (slot 
machines)  in  his  shops.  The  obverse  legend  is  K0BMAND  / * 25  * / 

- OLSVIG  / MEKA  (in  small  letters).  The  reverse  legend  SPILLEMAERKE 
/ - 25.  The  token  is  23  mm.  in  diameter  and  is  made  from  brass  plated 
iron.  "Spi 1 lemaerke"  means  amusement  token. 

(I  have  a few  of  the  Henrik  Olsvig  tokens  and  can  supply  them  to 
collectors  for  US  $4.00  each,  postpaid.  Jorgen  Somod,  Chr.  Richardts 
Veg  4,  DK- 195 1 Frederi ksberg,  C,  DENMARK.) 
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CHARLES  II  - KING  OF  SCOTLAND,  ENGLAND,  FRANCE  k IRELAND 


Lee  Grossman,  NLG,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  USA,  HI  t!707 


Charles  II  was  born  in  1630,  and  was  the  eldest  surviving  son  of 
Charles  I and  Henrietta  Maria  (daughter  of  Henry  IV  of  France). 


He  commanded  royalist  troops  in  the  western  part  of  England  during  its 
civil  war,  but  was  defeated  so  badly  at  Naseby  by  the  Parliamentary 
array  that  he  fled  to  the  Continent  in  March  1648.  His  years  of  exile 
were  spent  in  Holland  and  France. 


His  Scottish  coins  came  first 

In  February  1649,  Scotland  proclaimed  him  as  its  king,  less  than  a 
month  after  the  beheading  of  his  father,  and  invited  him  to  come  to 
Edinburgh. 

After  being  virtually  a prisoner  at  the  hands  of  Argyll,  he  landed  in 
June  of  1650,  and  his  coronation  took  place  at  Scone  on  January  1st  of 
1651,  following  his  acceptance  of  the  Scottish  Covenant.  Nine  months 
later,  Oliver  Cromwell  met  his  forces  at  Worchester  and  totally 
vanquished  him. 

After  many  hairbreath  escapes  and  exciting  adventures,  he  contrived  to 
reach  France  and  safety  once  more.  These  escapes  and  adventures  con- 
tributed to  the  change  in  the  English  popular  feeling  toward  him. 
Reports  of  his  carefree  life  in  France  added  to  the  good  opinion,  which 
began  to  be  entertained  of  him  in  a country  somewhat  oppressed  by 
excessive  Puritanism. 

Not  long  after  Cromwell's  death  - when  time  enough  had  shown  the 
inadequacy  of  Richard  Cromwell  to  carry  on  the  work  of  his  father. 
General  Monk  threw  his  influence  onto  the  scale  on  behalf  of  the 
"legitimate"  Prince  - and  as  a result  of  Monk's  intervention,  Charles 
was  proclaimed  King  at  Westminster  on  May  8,  1660.  He  came  to  London, 
signed  away  a large  portion  of  his  kingly  rights,  and  agreed  to  a 
general  amnesty  for  all  political  of fenders, "except  the  regicides,"  in 
return  for  a yearly  income  of  about  $6,000,000.  On  April  23,  1661  he 
was  crowned. 

From  then  on,  he  was  a "merry  monarch"  who  may  be  said  to  have  enjoyed 
himself  "brilliantly".  The  remaining  24  years  of  his  life  were  "spent 
in  dissipation  of  all  sorts." 
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His  marriage  with  Catharine  of  Braganza,  in  May  1662,  was  without 
issue,  but  Charles  had  numerous  children  by  his  various  mistresses,  and 
he  conferred  noble  rank  upon  them.  His  sons  became  the  Dukes  of 
Southampton,  of  St.  Albans,  of  Richmond,  of  Grafton  and  of  Monmouth. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  James  II,  on  February  6,  1685. 

Nearly  ten  years  of  exile  had  passed  before  his  return  to  London  and 
coronation  in  April  1661,  after  the  collapse  of  the  Commonwealth, 
during  which  period  no  coins  were  struck,  and  the  mint  was  closed  from 
about  1650  until  1663. 

The  Scottish  coinage  began  only  with  the  Restoration  in  1660.  No  gold 
coinage  was  struck,  but  pieces  in  silver  and  copper  were  struck.  The 
denominations  in  silver  were  the  4 merk,  2 merk,  merk  and  half-merk. 

All  were  the  same  type,  with  the  laureate  and  cuirassed  bust  of  the 
king  on  the  obverse,  and  on  the  reverse  a crown  formed  by  four 
shields . 

Copper  coinage  included  the  bawbee  of  6 pence  with  the  royal  bust  and 
crowned  thistle.  The  turner  lor  bodle)  was  equal  to  twopence,  and  the 
name  was  probably  taken  from  the  French  copper  tournois.  The  turner  ■ 
was  issued  with  a crown  over  the  royal  initials  CR  with  the  mark  of 
value  "II"  and  a thistle. 

My  coin  is  a copper  twopence  with  no  date,  in  VG  condition.  On  the 
obverse,  a crown  above  the  very  large  royal  initials  C R,  in  the 
center.  To  the  right  is  the  Roman  numeral  "II".  And  around  the  edge, 
is  the  inscription:  CAR.  D.G.  SCOT. ANG.F.  ET.HIB.  R,  which  translates  to 
"Charles,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Scotland,  England,  France  and 
Ireland" . 

Its  reverse  has  a thistle  in  center  with  the  lettering  around:  NEMO  ME 

IMPVNE  LACESSET  ("No  one  injures  me  with  impunity").  It  is  listed  as 
Seaby  5625  in  COINS  OF  SCOTLAND,  IRELAND  THE  AND  ISLANDS. 

REFERENCES 

COINS  OF  THE  NORLD , Standard  Catalogue  No.  2 - J.N.  Scott  (J.N.  Scott 
Publisher  Ltd.,  1913) 

COIN  MOTTOES  AND  THEIR  TRANSLATIONS  - STUART  MOSHER  (Reprint  from  THE 
NUMISMATIST , 1948) 

COINS  OF  SCOTLAND,  IRELAND  THE  AND  ISLANDS  - B.  A.  Seaby  (Seaby  Publi- 
cations Ltd.,  London,  England) 

NOTE:  Sarah  Ferguson,  who  became  the  wife  of  Prince  Andrew  in  the 

summer  of  1986,  now  the  Dutchess  of  York,  is  a direct 
descendant  of  Xing  Charles  II. 

***  Vol . II  - "Heads  and  Tails"  No.  120  ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  H 1289 

No.  61  - ISAAC  II,  ANGELUS  (1185-1195) 

After  the  revolution  that  claimed  Andronicus  I,  the  selection  for  his 
successor  fell  on  Isaac  Angelus,  a descendant  of  Alexius  1 1 s youngest 
daughter.  However,  this  nobleman  was  a weak  and  imcompetent  young  man 
of  thirty,  who  had  a florid  face  and  red  hair  and  the  vanity  of  a pea- 
cock. The  national  situation  of  Byzantium  at  this  time  was  desperate, 
but  it  was  not  hopeless.  The  Empire  might  have  weathered  the  storm  in 
the  hands  of  a more  competent  ruler,  but  coming  as  it  did  at  this  time, 
the  accession  of  Isaac  Angelus  was  little  short  of  disastrous.  It  was 
possibly  from  his  ignorance  of  the  needs  of  the  moment,  or  perhaps  it 
was  from  his  consciousness  of  his  own  incapability  that  Isaac  left  the 
Empire  to  look  after  itself  while  he  selected  a new  wardrobe  and  to 
look  after  his  religious  observances.  No  matter  which,  a revolt  in 
the  provinces  broke  cut  which  led  to  the  loss  of  Bulgaria  and  of  course, 
the  loss  of  Cyprus  to  Isaac  Comnenus. 

Withous  letting  the  affairs  of  state  bother  him,  Isaac  II  followed  the 
contemptible  practice  of  the  day  by  taking  a child  wife.  His  first 
wife  had  died  and  left  him  with  a son  named  Alexius  and  two  daughters. 
Thus  his  choice  for  his  second  wife  fell  upon  Margaret,  the  nine-year 
old  daughter  of  Bela,  King  of  Hungary.  After  her  marriage,  Margaret 
became  Empress  Maria. 


Isaac's  reign  lasted  ten  years,  when  his  own  brother,  Alexius,  deposed 
him  and  caused  him  to  be  blinded  and  imprisoned.  But  this  was  not  the 
last  of  Isaac  II,  for  he  was  restored  to  power  in  the  spring  of  1203, 
as  we  shall  see. 


The  Coinage 


Gold  Hyperpyron 
Mint  of  Constantinople 


Obverse  - mhp  ©v  in  upper  field.  A nimbate  Virgin  is  seated  on 
a throne  with  a back  and  she  holds  a beardless,  nimbate 
head  of  Christ. 


Reverse  - X o 

ICAAKIOCA€C  AP  X or  X variety 

Ml  M J * 

Full  length  figures  of  the  emperor  on  the  left  and  of 
the  Archangel  Michael,  beardless  and  nimbate  on  the 
right.  They  hold  between  them  a partially  sheathed 
sword  that  is  pointed  downwards.  The  emperor  holds  in 
his  right  hand  a scepter  cruciger.  The  Manus  Dei  is  in 
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the  upper  center  field.  There  are  two  minor  varieties 
of  jewels  in  the  collar-piece. 


Electrum  Aspron  Trachy 
Mint  of  Constantinople 


Obverse  - All  as  the  gold  hyperpyron  obverse. 

Reverse  - 0 or  X 

ICAAKIOCA€C  x AP  X - or  variety. 

M Ml 

All  as  on  the  gold  hyperpyron,  but  the  emperor  is  being 
crowned  by  Michael.  There  are  two  minor  varieties  of 
the  jewels  on  the  emperor's  robes. 


Billon  Aspron  Trach.y 
Mint  of  Constantinople 


Obverse  - All  as  the  preceding  two  obverse  types. 

Reverse  - ICAAKIOC  A€CnOTHC  in  two  columnar  groups.  A full- 
length  figure  of  the  emperor  holding  in  his  right  hand 
a scepter  cruciger  and  in  his  left  an  anexikakia.  The 
Manus  Dei  is  in  the  upper  right  field.  There  are  four 
minor  varieties  of  jewels  and  the  emperor's  robes. 


AE  Tetarteron 


Mint  of  Constantinople 

Obverse  - ffl5  ©V  in  upper  field.  A full-length  figure  of  the 

nimbate  Virgin,  standing  on  a dais.  She  holds  a beard- 
less, nimbate  head  of  Christ. 

Reverse  - ICAAKIOC  A€CnOTHC  in  two  columnar  groups.  A full- 
length  figure  of  the  emperor  holding  in  his  right  hand 
a scepter  cruciger  and  in  his  left  an  anexikakia.  The 
Manus  Dei  is  in  the  upper  right  field. 

Mint  of  Thessalonica 


- or  variety,  in  field. 


Obverse  - j<  X 
AP  Ml 
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Constantinople  AF  Tetarteron  Thessalonioa 


A bust  of  the  beardless,  nimbate  Archangel  Michael.  He 
holds  a jewelled  scepter  or  a spear  in  his  right  hand 
and  a globus  cruciger  in  his  left. 

Reverse  - ICAAKIOC  AECnOTHC  in  two  columnar  groups.  A bust 
of  the  emperor  holding  in  his  right  hand  a scepter 
cruciger  and  in  his  left  an  anexikakia. 

The  following  is  the  coinage  of  uncertain  attribution  between  Isaac 

Angelus  of  Constantinople  and  of  Isaac  Comnenus  of  Cyprus. 

Billon  Aspron  Trachy 


€ N Christ,  beardless  and  nimbate  seated  on  a 
Obverse  -My  throne  with  a back.  His  right  hand  is  raised 

M H in  benediction  and  his  lefts  holds  a scroll. 

A A 

Reverse  - ICAAKIOC  A€CI"10T.  A full-length  figure  of  the  emperor 
holding  in  his  right  hand  a scepter  cruciger  and  in  his 
left  an  anexi kakia . 


AE  Tetarteron 


Type  A 

Obverse  - €MMA  NWHA  - or  var.  1C  Xc  in  upper  field.  All  as  on 
the  billon  aspron  trachy  obverse. 

Reverse  - ICAAKIOC  ACCnOTIC  - or  var.  Mf  i n upper  field.  Full- 

length  figures  of  the  emperor  on  the  left,  being  crown- 
ed by  the  nimbate  Virgin.  The  emperor  holds  in  his 
right  hand  a scepter  cruciger  and  in  his  left  an  anexi - 


Type  A 


165 


Type  B 


Type  B 


Obverse  and  reverse  are  all  as  type  A,  but  the  reverse  inscription 
is  uncertain  as  is  the  figure  crowning  the  emperor. 

********************************************************************** 


FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Scudo  of  Pius  V (1571)  is  really  a medal 

I received  my  copy  of  the  May,  1990  NI  BULLETIN  today  and  was  surprised 
to  see  the  medal  of  Pius  V (p.  110)  submitted  as  a coin  by  Mr.  R.  R. 
Kutcher.  In  my  opinion,  this  is  not  a coin  but  is  a medal  of  40mm  by 
Giovanni  Antonio  de  Rossi  commemorating  the  important  naval  battle  of 
Lepanto  in  1571. 

In  fact,  three  medals  were  issued  to  honor  this  event,  the  most  famous 
being  the  piece  by  Gian  Federigo  Bonzagni  and  Vasari  immediately  added 
the  scene  to  his  frescoes  in  the  Vatican  Sal  a Regia. 

In  my  opinion,  the  Papal  Series  of  crowns  or  piastre  begin  with  the 
coin  of  Gregory  XIII  (1572-85)  (discounting  the  large  silver  pieces  of 
Clement  VII  during  the  sack  of  Rome)  Anno  VIII  struck  at  the  Papal 
Mint  in  Bologna.  Most  Papal  coin  collectors  begin  their  series  with 
the  well-known  crowns  of  Sixtus  V dated  1588. 

Thomas  F.  Fitzgerald 
Covina,  California 


Heraldry  and  the  Duke  of  Enghien  II 

Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot  should  be  told  that  I don't  know  my  left  hand  from 
my  right.  I incorrectly  stated  that  the  difference  on  the  Duke  of 
Enghien' s coat  of  arms  was  a baston  sinister  (this  BULLETIN , November 
1988,  p.  259).  From  my  error  I went  on  to  the  rumor  believed  by  many 
that  in  1588  Catherine  de  la  Tremouille  poisoned  her  husband,  Henry, 
prince  of  Conde,  because  he  was  going  to  deny  paternity  of  her  son, 
who  consequently  became  prince  of  Conde  in  that  year,  the  year  of  his 
birth.  I falsely  concluded  that  Henry  IV  was  the  father  of  Catherine's 
son  and  that  the  Conde  coat  of  arms  reflected  that  fact.  I apologize 
for  the  implications  of  my  remarks,  but  surely  Mr.  de  Groot  knows 
better  than  to  refer  to  the  execution  of  the  sentence  of  a court 
martial  as  a murder. 


Davi d B1 ock 
Gainesville,  Florida 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  1715  SPANISH  PLATE  FLEET:  A Numismatic  Study  of  the 

State  of  Florida  Collection,  by  Alan  K.  Craig,  Ph.D.  with  an  Appendix 
by  Frances  Keith.  Hardcover,  63pD,  profusely  i 11  us . with  color  photo- 
graphs and  detailed  line  drawings.  In  Florida  Archaeology,  Number  4, 
1989.  Available  from:  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia, 

MN  55792.  Price  is  $29.00  postpaid  in  the  United  States. 

In  an  age  in  which  computer  based  technology  has  been  asked  (often 
with  failure)  to  categorize  microscopic  differences  among  otherwise 
"generic"  coins,  it  is  refreshing  to  see  the  results  of  classifying, 
by  means  of  a computer  data  base  program,  pieces  whose  very  unique- 
ness seemingly  defy  the  grouping  by  similar  characteri sts  which  is 
the  very  essence  of  classical  numismatic  scholarship.  Yet  lest  that 
sentence  make  you  feel  that  this  book  may  be  too  complicated  for  any 
but  the  advanced  specialist,  let  my  next  words  dispel  that  opinion. 

This  work  is  anything  but  an  esoteric  tome  for  the  specialist.  True 
enough:  the  expert  will  glory  in  the  wealth  of  detail  that  Professor 
Craig  reveals,  while  pondering  the  unanswered  questions  which  have  in- 
creased exponentially  due  to  the  publication  of  his  decades-long 
study.  Also  I must  mention  that  sheer  delight  can  be  the  only  re- 
sponse of  the  advanced  specialist  to  the  usefulness  of  Frances  Keith's 
appendix,  a pictorial  "Classification  of  Mexican  Cob  Doubloons  by  Die 
Varieties" . 

The  appeal  this  book  will  hold  for  a broader  reading  public  will  be- 
gin with  a history  lecture,  but  one  given  by  a gifted  storyteller 
dwelling  on  a fascinating  topic:  the  amassing  and  subsequent  loss  at 

sea  of  the  fabulous  treasure  of  gold  doubloons  carried  by  the  eleven 
doomed  galleons  of  the  1715  Spanish  Plate  Fleet.  With  some  of  the 
ships'  masts  still  in  plain  sight  of  Florida's  east  coast,  salvage 
operations  began  almost  irmedi ately , after  which  the  incident  was 
gradually  forgotten.  Rediscovered  some  250  years  later,  in  part  due 
to  the  recurrent  hurricanes  which  had  caused  the  tradegy  in  the  first 
place,  the  bulk  of  the  gold  has  now  been  brought  to  the  surface.  It 
is  the  State  of  Florida's  share  of  the  divisions  - some  1400  gold 
cobs  dating  mostly  from  1700-1714  - which  has  formed  the  basis  for 
this  study. 

After  this  historical  introduction,  the  methods  of  analyzing  coin 
hoards  in  general  and  the  minting  processes  involved  in  gold  cob  coin- 
age are  discussed  at  length.  The  main  thrust  of  Dr.  Craig's  study 
focuses  on  describing  specific,  representative  specimens,  all  beauti- 
fully photographed  in  color,  with  individual  chapters  on  the  produc- 
tion techniques  and  resulting  stylistic  peculiarities  of  the  coinage 
of  the  Lima,  Cuzco,  Mexico  and  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota  mints. 

A concluding  chapter  on  the  overall  importance  of  the  Florida  Collec- 
tion to  numismatic  research,  a glossary  of  the  terminology  used,  and 
an  exhaustive  bibliography,  all  contribute  to  the  broad-based  appeal 
of  this  highly  useful  and  aesthetically  pleasing  work. 

Although  the  Florida  Collection  represents  by  far  the  major  break- 
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through  to  date  in  the  systematic  study  of  gold  cob  coinage  of  the 
period  1700-1715,  more  questions  have  been  raised  than  answered. 

For  example,  no  one  as  yet,  to  my  knowledge,  has  determined  the  real 
significance  of  the  raised  pellets  found  on  the  Lima  coinage.  Like- 
wise, the  causes  for  the  apparently  greater  autonomy  in  Boaota  gold 
cob  production  remains  a mystery.  Hero  the  lack  of  clear  assayer's 
initials  and  dates,  among  other  irregularities,  were  in  open  violation 
of  New  World  minting  standards  for  the  most  part  strictly  adhered  to 
by  the  other  mints,  at  least  in  the  production  of  the  gold  coinages. 

For  the  beginner.  Dr.  Craig's  book  represents  an  ideal  point  of  depart- 
ure and  a cause  to  marvel  at  these  beautifuly  artifacts  of  the  New 
World's  rich  numismatic  and  historical  legacy.  For  the  specialist, 
it  is  nothing  short  of  the  state  of  the  art.  All  in  all  the  author 
has  combined  beauty,  a penchant  for  fine  storytelling  and  precise 
numismatic  methodology  to  create  what  should  remain  a classic  for  a 
long  time  to  come. 

The  printing  of  this  beautiful  book  was  limited  to  1000  copies  and  I 
am  given  to  understand  that  the  State  of  Florida  has  no  more  for  sale. 
I suspect  that  many  wound  up  on  coffee  tables  due  to  the  book's  basic 
beauty.  The  few  dealers  who  stocked  up  on  this  book  cannot  have  many 
left  so  acquisition  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  if  you  want  to 
be  "one  of  a thousand". 


Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero 


PARAGUAY  PAPER  MOREY  CATALOG  1847-1989 , by  Mi  quel  Angel  Pratt-Mayans 
and  Carlos  Alberto  Pusineri-Scala.  First  edition,  1990.  162pp,  ill  us., 

values,  table  of  contents,  bibliography,  card  covers,  perfect  bound. 
Available  from:  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN 

55792.  Price  is  $12.00  plus  $2.00  postage  in  the  United  States. 

Dealers  may  write  for  wholesale  pricing  information. 

This  book  is  essentially  bilingual  with  all  of  the  principal  infra- 
structural chapters  having  been  translated  to  English.  Likewise,  the 
principal  words  used  in  the  catalog  section  appear  in  a table  of  trans- 
lations toward  the  front  of  the  book.  The  person  who  speaks  only 
English  will  have  few  problems  with  this  book.  Catalog  values  have 
been  assigned  to  virtually  every  note.  While  one  may  wish  to  debate 
the  value  of  "catalog  values",  it  is  a simple  fact  that  many  of  these 
issues  have  no  sale  records  at  all  and  even  a guess  by  such  obvious 
experts  is  better  than  nothing. 

Looking  at  the  completeness  of  the  catalog  listings  and  the  profuse 
illustrations,  this  is  certainly  the  most  complete  cataloguing  of 
Paraguayan  Paper  Money  ever  published.  Pratt-Mayans  is  an  imporant 
dealer  in  Paraguay  and  thusly  had  the  opportunity  to  see  notes  which 
would  not  generally  be  seen  the  the  average  collector.  Memory  tells 
me  and  it  is  substantiated  by  some  of  the  items  attributed  to  Pusineri- 
Scala,  that  he  is  an  old  time  collector  who  has  meticulously  secured 
an  example  of  every  type  which  has  come  into  his  hands. 

While  the  bibliography  reveals  that  all  possible  sources  were  not  con- 
sulted, some  sources  which  were  previously  unknown  or  unavailable  to 
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the  average  collector  are  included.  The  bibliography  itself  will 
open  many  new  avenues  to  the  serious  researcher. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  some  of  the  issues  under  Carlos 
Antonio  Lopez  are  so  rare  that  they  have  not  been  seen  by  either 
author.  However,  they  have  reproduced  the  official  documents  which 
provide  for  the  issuance  of  these  rare  notes  so  that  one  at  least 
knows  what  could  possibly  exist. 

The  clear-cut  breaks  in  the  emission  dates  of  Paraguayan  paper  money 
aid  in  the  codification  of  the  series.  The  authors  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  this  and  the  notes  are  presented  in  a logical  order.  Firstly 
the  notes  of  Carlos  Antonio  Lopez  followed  by  the  notes  of  Francisco 
Solano  Lopez  are  presented.  These  are  followed  by  each  group  of  notes 
according  to  the  year  that  they  were  authorized  starting  with  the  issue 
of  1870  and  finishing  with  the  50,000  Guaranies  due  to  appear  in  May 
of  1990. 

Intermixed  or  presented  at  the  end  are  various  sections  covering  un- 
finished notes,  private  emission,  specimen  issues,  and  rarities.  The 
placement  and  naming  of  these  sections  seem  haphazard  at  best  yet 
this  is  such  a minor  flaw  that  it  does  not  detract  from  the  overall 
excellence  of  the  book. 

This  is  a great  book  which  belongs  in  the  library  of  anyone  interested 
in  the  notes  of  Latin  America.  If  one  were  to  look  for  flaws,  one 
could  point  out  the  often  clumsy  but  adequate  translations  which  tend 
to  mar  the  work.  One  would  wish  (among  other  things)  that  private 
issues  would  not  have  been  called  "Emissiones  Provi sionales"  which 
winds  up  translated  as  "Provisory  Issues".  Yet  a few  moments  of 
thought  for  the  average  English  speaker  will  usually  clear  up  even 
the  most  twisted  of  the  translations. 

For  the  collector  of  Paraguayan  notes  the  publication  of  this  book 
really  leaves  only  3 options:  1.  Buy  this  book  for  twelve  dollars 

and  have  more  information  than  you  ever  dreamed  of  having;  2.  Spend 
hundreds  of  hours  of  research  to  get  the  same  basic  material,  pos- 
sibly with  a bit  of  additional  detail;  or  3.  Do  without. 

The  book  is  highly  recommended  and  while  it  is  believed  that  adequate 
supplies  exist  in  the  U.S.,  it  is  probably  better  to  buy  now  and  be 
safe  rather  than  wait  and  be  sorry.  Often  these  foreign  books,  par- 
ticularly from  small  countries,  appear  to  be  available  in  good  quan- 
tity at  one  point  in  time,  only  to  be  impossible  to  secure  a year  or 
so  later. 


Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero 


R US SI AN- ENGLISH  NUMISMATIC  DICTIONARY 3 by  Randolph  Zander.  Published 
by  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society,  1990,  card-bound,  8h"  x 11",  96pp, 
i 11  us . Price  $17.50.  Checks  in  favor  of  RNS,  P.  0.  Box  3013,  Alex- 
andria, VA  22302. 

This  excellent  reference  has  over  2000  words  in  the  core  Russian- 
English  vocabulary  and  1250  in  the  Engl i sh-Russian  glossary. 
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Appendices  include  a chronology,  maps,  lists  of  mints,  illustrations 
or  arms,  ciphers  and  crosses,  date  and  weight  conversion  data,  a page 
of  the  commonest  abbreviations,  and  a general  bibliography.  The 
terms  listed  in  the  Dictionary  cover  all  aspects  of  the  numismatics 
of  Russia  from  ca.  1000  AD,  with  coins,  tokens,  paper  money,  orders, 
medals  and  badges,  and  related  technologies.  Discussions  up  to  a col- 
umn in  length  follow  translations  of  important  items.  There  are  bib- 
liographical data  on  scores  of  the  best  known  Russian  medal  lie  en- 
gravers and  numismatists.  Additionally,  the  Dictionary  includes  a 
wide  range  of  historical  and  collateral  terms. 

The  book  aims  to  support  the  collector/student  in  readings  in  Russian 
on  Russian  numismatics,  to  provide  ready  over-all  and  specific  back- 
ground summaries,  and  in  general  to  serve  as  a handy  mi ni -encyclopedia 
of  Russian  numismatics.  There  are  numerous  i 1 lustrantions.  As  the 
volume  of  new  Russian  numismatic  publications  and  availability  of  such 
material  overseas  continue  on  the  up-grade,  the  Dictionary  should  prove 
correspond! ngly  more  essential.  (From  the  Spring  issue  of  the  Journal 
of  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society.) 

(See  also  further  comments  from  the  NI  Librarian  in  the  Librarian's 
Report,  June,  1990  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN.) 


NUMISMATIC  CATALOG  OF  PUERTO  RICO.  Vol.  I:  Riles , Vales,  Chapas  y 

Fichas,  by  Efrain  Archil la-Diez.  Bilingual.  First  Edition.  Paul 
Karon,  Printer  and  Editor.  (San  Juan),  1989,  359  large  size  pages, 
illus.,  bibliography.  First  edition  consists  of  500  numbered  copies. 
Available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792. 
Price  is  $40  plus  $2  postage. 

This  Spanish  language  work  has  the  principal  informational  sections 
translated  into  English  so  that  English  speakers  can  use  if  almost 
as  well  as  Spanish  speakers.  Informational  sections  which  have  been 
translated  to  English  include,  but  are  not  limited  to  the  following: 

1.  An  acknowledgement  section  which  makes  it  appear  that  active  col- 
laboration was  secured  from  a goodly  percentage  of  the  population  of 
Puerto  Rico.  While  I am  exaggerating  somewhat  the  fact  is  that  I 
don't  remember  such  a specialized  work  which  has  this  number  of  active 
collaborators,  most  of  whom  appear  to  have  top  quality  collections 
formed  over  many  decades.  Adequate  accolades  must  also  be  given  to 
the  commission  in  charge  of  the  5th  centennial  celebration  and  the 
Banco  Popular  de  Puerto  Rico  under  whose  auspices  the  book  was  pub- 

li shed. 

2.  A detailed  introduction  to  Puerto  Rican  Riles,  Tokens,  Vales, 
Chapas  and  Casino  Chips  which  includes  a detailed  bibliographic  re- 
view of  the  principal  precursory  literature.  I found  the  detailed, 
accurate  and  usable  definitions  of  RILES  etc.  to  be  extremely  in- 
formative and  of  more  than  passing  interest.  The  rarity  index,  ex- 
planation of  pricing  policies  and  information  about  photographs  and 
item  sizes  are  also  quite  useful. 

3.  A credible  explanation  of  "THE  USE  OF  'RILES'  AND  'VALES'  AS  A 
MEANS  OF  AVOIDING  CREDIT  FOR  PAYMENT  IN  CROPS"  is  not  only  very 
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interesting  but  should  serve  as  an  eye  opener  to  many  who  have  formed 
mistaken  impressions  about  the  purpose  of  hacienda  tokens.  A brief 
but  scholarly  treatment  of  "THE  MONA  ISLAND  MINING  TOKENS"  completes 
this  initial  introductory  section. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  minor  typographical  errors, which  include 
a desire  to  "manure"  "Porto  Rico  nimismatic's  limited  bibliography", 
the  translations  are  extremely  accurate  and  readable. 

At  first  the  organization  of  the  catalog  appears  to  be  overly  compli- 
cated. However  upon  due  reflection  I feel  it  is  probably  as  simple 
as  possible  when  we  take  into  account  that  Archi 1 la-Di ez  was  codify- 
ing several  thousand  items  of  several  dissimilar  classes  and  uses, 
issued  by  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  entities.  For  tokens  he  has 
3 sections:  the  first  where  all  items  are  listed  by  town  to  aid  in 
rapid  attribution;  the  second  section  orders  them  by  type  such  as 
agricultural,  coffee  plantation,  sugar  cane  plantation,  etc.  Both 
of  these  sections  give  a catalog  number  which  allows  the  reader  to 
secure  more  detailed  information  on  a particular  piece  from  the 
third  section,  or  the  separate  photo  section  in  the  back  of  the  book. 

Similar  but  simpler  sections  are  devoted  to  Placas  (worker  identifi- 
cation tags),  and  Fichas  de  Casinos  (casino  chips). 

All  entries  carry  cross  references  to  the  7 major  precursory  works 
and/or  the  24  major  collections  which  were  consulted  during  the  pre- 
paration of  this  work. 

Estimated  prices  are  included  for  all  pieces  and  there  is  also  the 
aforementioned  photo  section  with  most  of  the  basic  types  illustrated. 

The  final  two  sections  of  the  book  consist  of  a select  bibliography 
and  a one  page  author's  biography  of  extremely  modest  tone. 

Highly  recommended  and  well  worth  the  modest  price  of  $40  as  is  proven 
by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  printing  is  already  sold  only 
two  short  months  after  its  introduction.  I was  recently  informed  by 
a reliable  source  that  as  of  mid-April  a grand  total  of  120  copies 
was  available  for  sale. 

This  book  is  a masterpiece  of  codification  and  I hope  that  a second 
edition  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  near  future.  There  are  sure  to  be 
additions  because  Puerto  Rico  has  far  more  individual  token  issues 
than  most  other  Latin  American  nations,  yet  the  smallness  of  some  of 
the  haciendas  and  companies  involved  means  some  issues  will  have  only 
a few  pieces  extant.  A collector  of  this  series  will  always  have  new 
discoveries  to  look  forward  to. 


Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero 


(Editor:  Due  to  the  excessive  number  of  reviews  in  this  issue,  the 

continuation  of  "THE  ARTS  OF  INDIA:  A REVIEW  ARTICLE",  began  in  last 

month's  Book  Reviews  section,  will  be  delayed  at  least  until  the 
next  issue.) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

WARNING  --WARNING  --WARNING 


In  the  past  several  months,  many  Spanish  Civil  War  coins  have  been 
advertised  for  sale.  I have  looked  at  several  of  them  and  they  were 
counterfeits.  I have  seen  photos  of  several  others  and  the  majority 
were  counterfeits.  I wrote  an  article  in  the  NI  BULLETIN , August, 
1984,  Volume  18,  Number  8,  that  described  many  of  the  Spanish  Civil 
War  counterfeit  coins.  If  you  are  in  doubt,  return  the  coins  and 
have  the  dealer  authenticate  them.  I will  try  to  update  this  article 
for  a future  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 

Terris  C.  Howard,  Seattle,  Washington 

(Ed.:  Copies  of  the  August,  1984  issue  are  available  from  Dallas  for 

$1.25  each  while  they  last.) 

Paul  E.  Belschner,  3219  Blueford  Rd.,  Kensington,  MD  20895:  Everett 

R.  Jones  of  Chula  Vista,  Calif,  and  myself  are  hoping  to  form  a club 
for  chop  mark  collectors.  Chop  marks  were  most  commonly  used  by  mer- 
chants in  the  Far  East  to  guarantee  the  value  of  silver  in  a coin. 
These  stamped  insignia  are  often  found  on  U.S.  Trade  Dollars.  Those 
interested  in  the  new  club  may  contact  Jones  at  P.  0.  Box  3302,  Chula 
Vista,  Calif.  92011. 

Cecil  Webster,  3521  West  31st  Ave. , Anchorage,  Alaska  99517:  Seeking 

information  on  the  engraver-medallist  "WERDERMAN"  circa  early  1900s. 
Also  info  on  the  die  sinker  JOHN  PAISLEY  circa  1840s  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland. 

Eli  A.  Homza,  308  Scene  Ridge  Road,  McKeesport,  PA  15133:  WANTED  - 

Soviet  Russia  - Decorations,  patterns,  scarce  date  coins,  militaria, 
exonumia,  for  MY  collection.  Please  write  what  you  have.  ALL  letters 
answered. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  Attribution  Service  is  temporarily  suspended 

until  September,  1990,  due  to  an  unprecedented  backlog.  At  that  time 
new  rules  will  be  announced.  All  coins  that  have  been  received  up  to 
May  1,  1990  will  be  processed  as  soon  as  possible. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  REMINDER 

- The  NI  Library  is  loaded  with  Vietnam  Cash  books.  Check  out  the 
greats  - Albert  Schroeder,  Desire  Lacroix,  Jules  Silvester,  Edward 
Toda,  John  Novak,  Mivra  Gosen,  Sempu  Reki , Showa  Kosen.  Francis 
Thierry.  This  is  just  a sample  of  the  wonderful  stock  of  knowledge 
the  NI  Library  has  to  offer.  Please  share  your  extra  books  of 
knowledge  with  other  members  of  NI  to  better  the  hobby.  PLEASE  - all 
info  on  Unusual  World  Coins,  essais,  pieforts,  etc.,  send  to  Unusual 
World  Coins,  Mr.  Colin  Bruce,  World  Coin  News. 

MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE:  Members  who  have  used  this  Member  Notice  Page^ 
mostly  report  very  good  success.  If  you  have  not  tried  it  recently, 
send  us  a notice  of  coins  wanted,  information  needed,  etc. 
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